
CAREERS THROUGH MATHS: JOURNALIST

Journalists use mathematics to solve complex problems and drive innovation. (Image Source: Unsplash)

JOB OVERVIEW

Modern journalism increasingly relies on mathematical and statistical analysis to uncover stories, verify claims, and

present information accurately. Journalists work across various media outlets, including newspapers, broadcasters, and

digital platforms, where they investigate, report, and write news stories. Their responsibilities now frequently involve

analysing datasets, interpreting statistics, fact-checking numerical claims, and creating data visualisations to support

their reporting. 

The role demands strong numerical literacy to scrutinise government reports, financial statements, scientific studies,

and opinion polls. Whether covering economics, health, crime, or politics, journalists must understand the numbers

behind the headlines to provide accurate and meaningful context for their audience.

KEY MATHS APPLICATIONS

Primary Areas:

ESSENTIAL SKILLS & TOOLS

SKILL APPLICATION

**Spreadsheet Software (Excel/Sheets)** Sorting, filtering, and performing calculations on datasets to

identify news angles

**Statistical Literacy** Interpreting confidence intervals, correlation coefficients, and

regression analysis in studies

**Database Querying** Extracting and analysing specific information from public

databases and government archives

TYPICAL PATHWAY

Most journalists enter the profession with an
undergraduate degree, typically in journalism, English,
or a related field, though specialisms like economics or
science are valued. Many complete postgraduate
diplomas in journalism from institutions like City
University London or Cardiff University. Career
progression often begins with junior reporting roles,
advancing to senior reporter, specialist correspondent,
or editor positions. 

INDUSTRY DEMAND

The UK journalism sector is undergoing significant
transformation, with declining traditional roles but
growing demand for data journalism and digital skills.
The National Council for the Training of Journalists
reports particular need for journalists who can analyse
complex data and create engaging digital content.
Freelance and specialist roles are increasing while
traditional staff positions are becoming more
competitive. 

REAL-WORLD IMPACT

Journalists play a crucial role in democracy by holding
power to account and informing public debate. Through
accurate numerical reporting, they help citizens
understand complex issues like government spending,
public health trends, and economic policies. Data-
driven journalism has exposed significant scandals,
from misuse of public funds to environmental violations,
creating tangible societal change. 

QUICK FACTS

Growth: Positive industry outlook

Career: Professional role requiring analytical skills

Career: Professional role requiring analytical skills

• 

• 

• 

MATHEMATICAL EXAMPLES

Percentage Calculations: Tax, growth rates, and
performance metrics
Data Analysis: Excel formulas and statistical analysis 
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